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vers Porcupine a bord du a Nol Zent » de 
Saint Guenole. Cette espece recemmem 
trouvee dans les caux franqajses (Quero & 
Du Suit, 1983), puis sur le plateau Celtique 
(Quero ei ai, 1985) n'etait pas connue de 
Pouest de Plrlande. 
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A RECORD-SIZE CYPRIN1D FISH, BAR- 
BUS XANTHOPTERUS (HECKEL) from 
Shaft Al - Arab river. Iraq. L.A.J. Al-Hassan. 
A.A. AFSaboonehi, L,A.A, Binayan, Marine 
Science Centre, University of Basrah, Basrah. 
Iraq. 

On 21 September 1984. live large Cypri- 
nid fishes, Barbus xanthopterus, were caught 
by drift net in Shatt Al-Aiab river near Abu 
Al Khasib area, south of Basrah province, 
Iraq. They were taken in approximately 4 
meters of water over a mud bottom. At the 
time of capture their total length ranged 
from 148 to 150 cm and their weight from 
7,500 io 8,600 g. 

The size of this species shows considerable 
geographic variation. It attains a large size in 
the mid and northern part of Iraq (Mahdi, 
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1966). The largest size previously recorded 
was 86 cm total length, in a specimen from 
the marshes in Southern Iraq (Al-Daham, 
1977). Our biggest specimen is 62 cm longer 
than the largest recorded 0, xanthopterus. The 
age of the specimens appeared to be 3 and 4 
years, based on the scales. 

The examination of gonads indicated that 
the specimens were all females with the ova¬ 
ries in the second stage of maturation. The 
number of eggs ranged between 300,000 and 
350,000 and this number lies on the top of 
the range given for the same species by Al- 
Hamed (1972), 

The stomach content was determined 
and the results were compared with that of 
normally sized specimens of the same species. 
The main difference was the presence of 
isopods and molluscs, 
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NOTE ON THE ETHMOID REGION OF PIME- 
LODUS CL ARIAS BLOCH (PISCES, OSTA- 
RIOPHVSI, PIMELODIDAE), 

Pierre VAND EWA L L E l ^ and 
Fran^oise GHJOT, University de Liege, Institut 
de Zoologie, Laboratoire de Morphologic fonc- 
tionnelle, 22 quai Van Beneden, B-402G Liege. 

(1 > Chercheur qualifie au Fonds National de la 
Recherche Scientifique dc Belgique. 

Abstract— The ethmoid region of Pimelodus 
dams is remarkable by its double vomer and 
its we ll-deve lopped cartilaginous hypoethmoid 

Resume. La region ethmoi die Tine de Pimelo - 
dus darks est remarquable par son double 
vomer et son hypoethmofde cartilagineux bien 
devdoppe. 
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